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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — HELICOPTER PATROLS 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [12.14 pm]: The McGowan government is focused on 
keeping beachgoers safe as the weather warms up and more Western Australians holiday at home this year. The 
state-funded helicopter beach patrols commenced as we moved into spring and the rollout of beach emergency 
number signs will continue along the state’s coast. These two safety initiatives are key planks of the government’s 
shark mitigation strategy—the most comprehensive approach to preventing and responding to shark attacks in the 
country and in this state’s history. The McGowan government has allocated $7.78 million to continue seasonal 
helicopter patrols for the next two years over Perth and south west beaches. The patrols, run by Surf Life Saving WA, 
will be in the air from 5 September 2020 until 30 April 2021. Metropolitan patrols will kick off with extensive 
weekend surveillance during September and move to daily patrols from 28 September 2020 through to 30 April 2021. 
South west patrols will run daily during the school holidays and peak periods, and will fly at all other times on the 
weekends and public holidays. 
In 2019–20, a record 1 040 patrol hours were logged, covering approximately 115 000 kilometres of the 
Western Australian coast from Yanchep to Mandurah, including Rottnest Island, and south from Bunbury to 
Hamelin Bay. Patrols reported 501 shark sightings and beaches were closed 50 times as a precaution. The BEN sign 
program, a McGowan government initiative that started in December 2017, recently reached a significant milestone 
with the 1 000th sign going in the ground in the City of Wanneroo. Each BEN sign has a unique code to pinpoint 
the exact location of the beach and to improve crucial emergency response times for a range of potentially serious 
incidents such as surfing injuries or shark incidents. Since 2018, BEN signs have been used more than 500 times 
in pinpointing the location of people who have required emergency assistance via 000 calls. 
 


	SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — HELICOPTER PATROLS
	Statement by Minister for Fisheries


